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Suitability of the selected objective and work approach...............................................A 
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Verbal evaluation of the thesis including questions that the candidate must address in 
his/her thesis defence: 
 
Martin’s thesis examines the changes in our understanding of trauma in relation to the 
developments of media and visual culture, explores the notion of vicarious trauma 
through media witnessing and several artistic approaches to traumatic experience.  
The thesis presents an important contribution to an emerging area of much import and 
interest. Martin offers a comprehensive overview of the concept of trauma and its 
history while focusing on the psychological impact of trauma and the links between 
trauma and mediated experience. He draws on a number of seminal books yet 
manages to maintain an original line of argument and exposition that culminates in 
the concluding chapter and the call for a reconsideration of trauma in contemporary 
mediated society. The chapter on “Trauma Through Art” presents a nicely balanced 
analysis of two different artistic approaches to the theme, although I think that more, 
contemporary cases could be included to better illustrate the shift towards vicarious 
trauma. I recommend the thesis for defence and suggest A as the final grade. 
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