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Eilat Ben Eliayahu’s MA thesis focuses analysis of how the beginnings of three films by the
Russian director Andrey Zvyagintsev are constructed, namely The Return (2003), Elena
(2010) and Loveless (2017). According to the Author, the motivation of the work is to
understand how Zvyagintsev — using minimum verbal means — manages to communicate the
rich information indispensable for understanding the plots of his movies, through what
visual means he creates the emotionally dense atmosphere of his works, and how he
construes highly charged dramatic situations without dialogues. The thesis is well structured
and very readable. The Author pursued her objectives systematically and rigorously. She
clearly defined her terminological instrumentarium and further sharpened her definitions
with regard to the specificity of the studied material. It is the active approach to definition
and precisation of terminology, the inspiration by less famous researchers and the ability to
apply their notions to the studied material that can be most highly praised on the study. Ben
Eliahu manages very well to characterize the specific feature’s of Zvyagintsev's style by witty
observations and to grasp their mutual interconnectedness. Even though describing only
three out of five Zvyagintsev’s films, she decribes them in terms which characterise well the
rest of Zvyagintsev filmography. Her choice of the individual film-style elements is always
skillfully argued with regard to the objective. Bibliographical references are impeccable from
formal point of view and they most pertinently prop up both the theoretical competent of
the study and its application.

The study proofs above any doubt the author’s ability to think independently, to work with
her own ideas and draw conclusions from them which may serve as inspiration for her own
films.

| recommend to evaluate this thesis with grade A.
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