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While he couldn't use this information in his thesis, Cathal's professor,
Ronald Bergan, author of a book on the Coen Brothers, had mentioned in
class that when he interviewed the mother of Joel and Ethan, she remarked
how her boys had loved watching cartoons. Being an afionado of cartoons
himself, this information sparked a curiosity in Cathal and he set out to
examine parallels between certain Coen Brother films and the maniacal antics
of Looney Tune characters. His expertise in cartoon lore and in-depth analysis
of Coen comedies resulted in many interesting observations on similarities
between between Coen comedies and cartoons regarding characters and
situational elements.

He organizes these observations into chapters related to character,
tropes, and violence. These are prefaced with a history of Looney Tunes and
Tom and Jerry, plus some background on the Coen brothers. The information
regarding the historical development of cartoon explains the darkness and
violence that can be present alongside the humor; something familiar in Coen
features as well. He returns to the phenomenon of violence in a later chapter,
addressing both similarities and differences. More could be said in this
respect, for the Coens certainly employ violence that is far from humorous in
certain films, and it is known how their style changes from film to film
depending on the subject. Cathal acknowledges their use of beyond
cartoonish violence in explaining that he chose only comedies to analyze, but
the explanation on why certain films are chosen over others is not completely
satisfying.

Formally, the thesis is without problems. Another draft could reduce the
occasional repetitiveness, but Cathal writes with enthusiasm for the subject,
using colorful language welcome in this creative writer's thesis, which is
likewise adorned with stills from a myriad of cartoons and shots from the Coen
films, displaying many comparisons, such as the dog surviving the lonesome
valley flood from O Brother, Where Art Thou? with Tomcat Tom managing to
survive under water, all of which support his central argument vividly. The
accumulation of many examples makes Cathal's hypothesis that the Coens
were influenced or inspired by cartoons likely to be true, as Cathal concludes.

Cathal's specific angle of cartoon characteristics in their work has not
been addressed in any depth by academics, making Cathal's work a
significant contribution to scholarship in that area. | recommend the thesis for
defense, suggesting a grade somewhere between a B and an A.

Byla prace dostatecné konzultovana? / Thesis was relevantly consulted:
(Zakrouzkujte odpovéd' / Please circle the answer)

ANO/YES — NE/NO

Praci doporuduji k obhajobé / Thesis is recommended for the defense:
(Zakrouzkujte odpovéd' / Please circle the answer)

ANO/YES — NE/NO

Pokud je hodnoceni jakéhokoliv kritéria uvedeného vyse F, prace nemizZe byt doporucena
k obhajobé. / If the evaluation of any parameter above is F, thesis cannot be recommended
for defense.
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