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Emir Ziyalar's scope in his master thesis is brave and daring, in trying to ground selected
contemporary films in the historical roots of German expressionism of the 1910s and 20s,
this span however, is the major shortcoming of the text as well. In trying to prove that
expressionism is well and alive in the 21* century, Emir skips over 80 years of development
of cinema without commenting on the specific forms expressionism took in various genres
and modes of filmmaking, working with quite general tropes (subjective camera, unreal sets,
contrast lighting, environment-as- character, etc.) which may be applicable to a too wide
range of films across film history. This looseness makes the conclusions rather unconvincing
and sketchy, a wish fulfillment rather than a sound analysis-based endeavor.

What is probably even more troubling is the lack of a specific analytical method and/or
perspective. Emir works with internet sources mostly {not always properly referenced) and
supports his arguments with quotes from interviews with the filmmakers solely. This might
be a creative gesture and a conscious choice, it however somehow makes the thesis more a
personal essay than a proper academic paper.
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Pokud je hodnoceni jakéhokoliv kritéria uvedeného vyse F, prace nemiiZe byt doporucena
k obhajobé. / If the evaluation of any parameter above is F, thesis cannot be recommended
for defense.
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