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Gabriela Benish-Kalná´s thesis is a passionate argument in favour of art that would be 

“regenerative” in relation to environmental crisis; and at the same time, it represents a 

kind of “cookbook” with prescriptions how to achieve such art. The key in this 

endeavour shall be recognition that the industrial exploitation of environment is 

inseparable from colonial exploitation of indigenous peoples and from suppression of 

indigenous  knowledge. Benish-Kalna thus points out that ontological turn or new 

materialism is not jus another invention of white male intelligentsia of the West but 



has a long tradition in indigenous cultures (the target of well-founded criticism is 

Bruno Latour`s recent exhibition project Critical Zones). 

Benish-Kalná`s thesis could be easily criticized as too schematic and simplifying in 

its reliance on the vague notion of West and its nonspecific concept of 

“indigenousness”, yet author`s ability to write a coherent, logically interconnected 

text is admirable and so is her stylistic dexterity. I propose grade A.  
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