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Heiko Romu has in his thesis decided to compare the use of the motifs of sexuality in two
strikingly different areas of audiovisual production —the HBO production and Iranian
cinema. There is an obvious question mark about the such decision, right at the beginning:
can HBO content, rooted in globalized western audiovisual culture, conceived and
exhibited on the small screen and existing within a specific environment of pay-tv/svod
distribution, be in any way compared with culturally so specific film production of Iran,
defined by rather strict censorship rules, produced to be exhibited in cinemas and
targeting either the local audience or international festival circuit? That, also, was
obviously the question we discussed with the author of the thesis right at the beginning,
along with the methodological dangers this approach may present.

However, the author ultimately convincingly argued that his goal is not so much the
comparative analysis of two very different cultures underlying chosen, strikingly different
aesthetic and narrative approaches, but rather very practical filmmakers need to
understand how the use of sexuality can work within the context of the specific audiovisual
work. How the choice of motifs on the scale from symbolic to explicit can be understood
and applied and how this knowledge can be effectively used in own future filmmaking
practice. This approach, we conceded, effectively allows to compare even such on the first
look incomparable areas and leads to the methodology based essentially on the elements
of semiology. The author in his thesis dedicates relevant effort to defines the purpose and
aim of analysis, decisions made in choosing the analyzed works and the chosen
methodology. While the scope of the thesis doesn’t allow for more detailed (and quite
desirable) elaboration on the methodological background, the author’s choice of the
method proposed by Asal Bagheri provides him with a robust enough tool to exercise his
own analytical approach, leading to the creative definition and use of his own term, the
actifier, devised to help him to achieve the desired analytical goal. | believe this thesis to
be an example of the creative if unorthodox attempt of a practical filmmaker to use

theoretical analysis as a way how to extend his understanding of his own work. An attempt



that | consider successful and productive enough to find this thesis suitable for defense

and to propose a grade A.
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