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Fyr Romu's masters thesis is a well-researched and creatively rich examination of the
various manifestations and permutations of sexuality in two seemingly-disparate fields:
Contemporary Iranian Cinema and the American serial television shows produced by HRO.
Although the distance between these two fields would seemingly be impossible to bridge,
Romu cleverly chooses to focus on the semiotic coding of desire and related sexuality in as
the theoretical underpining of the thesis, thus avoiding some of the problems common in a
more historicist approach. However, this approach does have a few minor weaknesses--
the relegation of discussing the Hays Production Code and the various techniques and
semiotic shorthands invented by the directors during this period to refer to sexual acts,
identities, or other censored aspects of sexuality on film to a mere mention or two does a
disservice to the argument as a whole, overlooks the fact that a great deal of scholarly
work has already been done in this field, and is indeed in dialogue with Romu’s thesis. In
fact, a greater focus on the Hays Code would make a logical bridge between Iranian
Cinema and hardcoding of sexual mores and tropes in American media, which could then
be examined in the context of the loosening of restrictions on American cable television in
the 90s, through the 2010s. In terms of organization, the thesis could and would benefit
from more prominently introducting and explaining its methodology earlier in the work;
however, this is a minor complaint. Overall, Romu's thesis is extraordinarily well-written
and well-researched and the minor complaints about the structure or theoretical
underpinings of the work are fairly superficial. | enthusiastically recommend this thesis and

the candidate be put forward for their defense.
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