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Dritero Mehmetaj dedicates his thesis to the contemporary cinema of his home country,
Kosovo, exploring whether there are common traits in the recent Kosovo film production
that would allow us to identify it as a ,,movement”. Given the rather limited international
attention dedicated to the academic study of the phenomena of Kosovo cinema, the topic is
well chosen, as the thesis can represent a contribution to our knowledge of this segment of
European cinema. Methodology of the thesis, which is outlined within the Introduction
chapter and would possibly deserve more thorough elaboration, consists of defining the
cultural and political background of contemporary Kosovan cinema and subsequent analysis
of its most internationally recognized titles, where the international recognition is
understood as the success and awards received in the film festival circuit. Due to the limited
literature on the topic, a bibliography consists largely of the articles published in magazines,
newspapers and on-line, and the author complements this with his own interviews with the
directors of the analyzed films. It is to be regretted that interviews are only quoted from and
they are not included in the thesis in the form of the appendix, as they would have a
heuristic value of their own. The author concludes that the birth of the new generation of
the Kosovo cinema is closely connected with the foundation of the Kosovo cinematographic
center in 2008 and that the common traits found in the films he analyses can be understood
as the signs of the broader trend, marked by the emergence of the generation of female
directors and strong female character based stories. While the definition of the term
“movement” is in the thesis rather generic and not thoroughly articulated, the notion of this
trend contributes to our understanding of contemporary Kosovo cinema. | definitely
consider this thesis suitable for defense and recommend the grade B.
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