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The thesis about Joanna Hogg’s working technigues and themes is based on personal
observation and analysis of the specific, in contemporary context highly unusual film
language of this lesser-known yet award-winning remarkable director.

Joanna Hogg spent years working for television, and according to her own words, once she
started to make feature films, she did the opposite of what television directors typically do.
She chose to use ohservation of improvised acting, long takes, seemingly nondramatic
situations, skipping the action in favor of the aftermath, and she certainly did not try to
entertain the audience with dynamic action.

Her style reminds us of Eric Rohmer, a famous French director who managed to make
brilliant films of a similar kind for over 50 years: subtle stories depicting personal issues of
the ordinary, introverted, mostly young people that might not appear externally dramatic
but which are showing inner doubts, hidden heartbreaks, desperate hopes, mental shifts,
disappointments, and discoveries. While this is all constructed seemingly without clear
dramatic causality, rather like a series of scenes.

It would have been interesting to pay more attention to Hogg's inspiration from the films
by Rohmer, and also Ozu, and especially from Bresson's "textbook" Notes on
Cinematograph, which as Hogg said herself she did use. On the other hand, we can see the
inspiration in the principles of her techniques, which are described in detail in the thesis -
Jacob offers keen observations and a filmmaker's eye when he is analyzing the subtle
method of use of the mirrors in the mise-en-scene, decisions not to show faces of the
protagonists in composition, or the specific work with sound.

When describing Hogg's unusual directing methods like not using a screenplay but a list of
notes and images it might have been mentioned that this is a method used by the French
New Wave, notably by Jean-Luc Godard or Marguerite Duras.

In the chapter about Hogg's themes, Jacob writes: "Films, and drama in general, have long
held a tradition of depicting upper-class life as ideal, and noble" and quotes Aristotle. In my
“opinion, there are many films, some of them notorious, like Antonioni’s (La notte, Lécclise,
L'aventura, Red Desert) or Fellini’s (Dolce Vita), and recently also films by Sorrentino and
Sophie Coppola, that are famous for shoewing the members of the upper class as unhappy,
dissatisfied people.

It would have been interesting, in general, to place the work of Joanna Hogg in the context
of modernist authors of the last century since she is clearly and deliberately using their
tools in her storytelling. On the other hand, all the observations Jacob has made himself
very precisely explain how this modernist tradition works in contemporary films by Joanna
Hogg.



He is doing so today when most filmmakers seem to forget the old masters. From that
point of view, | find Jacob’s choice of the subject and his detailed analysis very valuable and
I hope he will be exploring these techniques in his own artistic work. This is, after all, the
main point of studying film directing.
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