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The student in advance split the thesis to several parts. She started with provision of basic
methods of the whole work. The method is the proffesional explanation and definition of
the concept of narcissism, from history, through psychology research of the definiton in
history and to presence understanding of narcissism in the era of digitalism, which Xavier
Dolan is a part of, as well. The thesis work assumes, that the whole work, or almost every
film of Xavier Dolan is, partly, self-centered and it is logically joint with the narcissism. Is it
a speech of too young author with promising of improving his style into the future, or is
Xavier Dolan a author with the concrete, invariable style and many viewers could never
understand his specific point of view of our complicated world and non-specific definiton
of art? The student continues with connection of narcissism and art (and of course
cinema) and then fluently continues with the portrait of Xavier Dolan as a persona, director
and actor in his very personal movies consist of, as we assume, narcissism. The student
splits his portfolio into two parts; movies only directed by Dolan, and movies directed by
Dolan and starring himself in them, and what difference it makes in the question of
narcissism. The aim of the thessis is to understand why his movies are dubbed and
whether and how the elements that lead to this alleged narcissism have also affected his
universality and popularity, as the student writes in the text. And to explain why exactly
Dolan is the perfect example for this kind of thesis. The guestion that now comes to mind
is whether celebrities become narcissistic after achieving fame or whether their narcissism
is one of the reasons why they achieve fame. As one of the defining traits of narcissists is
their belief that they belong to a group of special people and that they are destined for
greater things, student writes. Art, it seems, turns towards narcissism and, in a way,
embraces narcissistic tendencies and shines a light on them rather than shying away from
them, student continues toward to the ,main star” of her thesis. By the similar quotes
student foreshadowes parallels between general research and concrete analysis of work, in
the second part of the thesis, of Xavier Dolan; the work we could call the self-portrait: a

portrait of the artist done by the artist. It is another chapter done by student, wich is
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directly connected with the main part of the thesis, but it could stands alone as an
interesting historic and scientific article in istself, based on some well chosen sources. But
finally in the chapter Self-portraits in cinema: Actors/Auteurs student fluently joins the
whole detailed first metodological part of the thesis with the work of Xavier Dolan and
then continues, for the rest of the work, on focusing on his career, films and self-portraits.
Reader could realize due to the text, that Dolan is, in a way of nacissism, some kind of
follower of such famous names, as Orson Welles, Woody Allen, Spike Lee or M. Night
Shyamalan. But as we read later, Dolan’s movies are some kind of semi-portraits, based on
his gay orientation and complicated relationship with mother (film / Killed My Mother says
everything in the title...). They have something in common especially with the work of
Allen, than with the other mentioned artists. Spliting of the next chapters into
characterizing Dolan’s work through his personality (personality, his point of view about
criticism, actor, director...) and by this method analyzing films is way better way than to
split the main part of the thesis into the chapters only dedicated to concrete films. This is
the major problem in thesises, or any annual works at the FTF V&MU and to read more
clever structured works (as in this case) is much more interesting and better aproaching
the goals.The clever decision was, as well, using some footages from movies and on the
close-ups, and another types of shots, finding the marks of narcissism, but not just them, in
Dolan’s work. Analyzing through shots, cinematography and finding metaphors, motifs and
proximity with protagonists led the student to the right answers to the questions laid at
the beginning. The thesis is elaborated with accuracy, passion for the theme, focus on the
right aspects of theme of narcissism in the work of Xavier Dolan. It is easy to read and for
enthusiastic readers; lovers of cinema, is the thesis perfect example of combination of
science text and comprehensible, clear, but not trivial kind of text. It is a result of using the
right sources, vast bibliography and student’s own ideas. | reccomend the thesis to be

accepted and to evaluate with the mark A.

Byla préace dostatecné konzultovana? / Thesis was relevantly consulted:
(ZakrouZkujte odpovéd / Please circle the answer)

ANO/YES — NE/NO

Praci doporucuji k obhajobé / Thesis is recommended for the defense:
(ZakrouZkujte odpovéd / Please circle the answer)

ANO/YES — NE/NO
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Fokud je hodnoceni jakéhokoliv kritéria uvedeného vyse F, prdce nemiZe byt doporuéena

k obhajobé. / If the evaluation of an y garameter above is F, thesis connot be recommended
for defense.
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