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Kacper Senkowski's thesis is an attempt at analysis of "the causes and symptoms of the current 
obsession of Western cultute with its past". This obsession demonstrates itself, according to 
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uthor, "by the current deluge of remakes and sequels as well as the enormous popularity of retro 
aesthetics" 

Senkowski's argument as a whole is based on the very strong assumption that there is something 
ike a general cultural zeitgeist of the current times and that zeitgeist is profoundly different from 
the zeitgeist of the modernist 20th century. After reading the thesis, I am not entirely convinced that 
something like general retro-turn recently took place. To make his argument more convincing, 
Senkowski would have to pay more attention to the more historical parallels and precursors of 
stylistic recourses into the past (historicisms of 19th century, much longer tradition of fashion or 
music industries retro-waves) and then demonstrate that there is some qualitative difference in 
what is going on in cultural industries of the last two decades. Nevertheless, I appreciate the 
distinct qualities of Senkowski's combative prose and its apocalyptic undertones. 

Otäzky a nám�ty k diskuzi pYì obhajob�: 
Could you compare the ,retro wave" of the present times with the historicist revivals of the past? 
What makes these phenomena different? 
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