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Sarah Kidder's thesis critically evaluates what role has played the medium of photography in the
medical specialty of Psychiatry. Unsurprisingly, Kidder pays particular attention to the classical
case of Jean-Martin Charcot s Salpétriere. Charcot's practice serves her also as an ideal place for
presentation of her main argument about the limits of the photography as a diagnostic tool. The
idea that photography should have objectively record behavioral phenotypic expression of
“hysteria® falls apart when we realize to what extent the pictures of "stars o Hysteria®, such as
Charcot favarite Marie Blanche Wittmann, were performative in nature. Thus, in case of
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photographic portraits of another Salpétriere patient, Louise Augustine, Kidder describes how
Augustin's for-the-camera performances

“become progressively more haunting and kinetic" and
that "her gaze intensifies as she appears

to gain confidence in her own performance®. On one of
the pictures Auqustine shall even “coyly confront her audience in an almost seductive manner”.

Other, more recent, chapters form the history of relationship between photography and Psychitary
follow: among them the one dedicated to the so called antipsychiatry movement of the 60s and its
famous photobook presentation Morire di Classe. | appreciate that also here Kidder dost not
abandon her critical stance: first, when she discusses the societal consequences of the period

expenments at simply disbanding psychiatric institutions, and then while analyzing the photobook
tself. Rather than giving an “impartial record"

of life of patients internalized in psychiatric
hospitals, it served as a political instrument or even a piece of propaganda in the struggle for
mstitutional change.

Allin all, Kidder's thesis provides us with a great overview of the engaging topic that is moreover
underlined with a clear, and still unfinished, a

genda of bettering the treatment psychiatric patients
in general.

Otazky a naméty k diskuzi pfi obhajobe:

The tendency to objectify the psychiatric diagnostics appears to be still current, only the
photography was replaced with the algorithmic fMRI. | would ask Kidder to comment on these
more recent currents in Psychiatry and how it fits (or doesn't) into her overall argument.

Doporuceni prace k obhajobé: L,}.Eb
Navrhovana klasifikace: A ‘
Datum vypracovani posudku: [

(datum a podpis)

Stianka 222




{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

