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Prace Allegry Stodolsky je nejen originalnim pfispévkem do debaty o umélé inteligenci (Al) a
odkazu Waltera Benjamina - ale pfedevsim do debaty o vztahu mezi nimi. Samoziejmé, Ze
Walter Benjamin nemél zadnou zkuSenost s tim, ¢emu souhrnné fikame Al - a co autorka
stru¢né, ale pfesné popisuje, a to véetné rozpakl a obav s timto fenoménem spojenych. Ale
je to pravé autenticita vyroku Al, ktera je v hledacku mnoha kritik(i - a zda se, Ze dilo Waltera

Benjamina je i ve véku Al dobrym nastrojem pro detekovani autenticity dila.
Zakladni otazka tedy zni: M{ze byt dilo vytvoifené pomoc Al autentické?

Autorka zvolila zajimavou metodu: co se stane, kdyz do GPT (Generative Pretrained
Transformer) vlozime tfi dokumentarni dila o zivoté Waltera Benjamina a nechame
generovat novy vystup? Vystupy dale peclivé analyzuje (jde pfedevSim o pomér fakticky
spravnych faktd, nespravnych a Cisté fiktivnich). Nabizi se vSak otazka: Je skute¢né logicka

a fakticka spravnost vystupu méfitkem jejich autenticity?

Text se k odkazu W. Benjamina stavi vérné a citlivé, ale pfiznavam, Ze mé nejvice zaujala
poznamka v jeho zavéru o novém typu aury (“digi-aura”). Jakkoli je totiz kritika
generovanych materiald na misté - nejsou koherentni tak, jak jsme zvykli u lidskych textu,
jsou “mimo realitu a fikci” atd., jsou zde jiné kliCové rysy jako napfiklad citlivost na po¢atecni
podminky, respektive vstupy - tedy jista vérnost zdroji, kterda by mohla byt kritériem jejich
hodnoceni - hodnoceni, které dle mého nazoru musi byt odliSné od posuzovani lidskych

texty.



Dopliujici otazky:

1) Dalo by se v néjakém smyslu fict, Ze dila generovana pomoci velkych jazykovych modell
(LLM) maji jiny typ autenticity, ktera ma jiné zdroje a kofeny?

2) S tim souvisi i “ritualnost” téchto postupu: coz jsou mechanismy spojené s ritualy zcela
transparentni a k dispozici racionalnimu rozvazovani? Naopak bych fekla, Ze prace s Al

vykazuje rysy “archaickych” praktik, napfiklad praxe orakula.

Poznamky:
1) Mimochodem dal$i model, GPT-4, vykazuje oproti GPT-3.5 znaény pokrok, bylo by

zajimavé vyzkouset v ramci experimentu rlzné typy neuronovych siti.

2) A jeSté k Casti textu: “Nobody, not even Al itself is able to explain how algorithms of
the neural networks function.”
Open Al nechalo GPT-4 analyzovat fungovani GPT-2 a dosli k velmi zajimavym
vysledkim, jakkoli samoziejmé naprosta transparentnost neni docela dobfe mozna,
vzhledem k objemu dat a rychlosti fungovani téchto nastroji. Je vSak jisté, ze
“vysvétlitelnost” postupu Al je Zadouci a snad proveditelna i v lidském méfitku.
Link:

https://openai.com/research/language-models-can-explain-neurons-in-lanqguage-mod

els

Doplaujici otazky maji slouzit k dalSi debaté o tomto zajimavém tématu, nejsou znakem
nedostateCnosti textu, ktery je soudrzny a pfehledné a logicky vystavény kolem originalniho

napadu. Praci doporuCuji k obhajobé& a navrhuji hodnoceni B, nadprimérny vykon s

e

V Praze, 4. zari 2023 Mgr. Dita MaleCkova, Ph.D.

minimem chyb.
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English version

Allegra Stodolsky: Walter Benjamin's

"aura" in the age of Al

Allegra Stodolsky's thesis is not only an original contribution to the debate on artificial
intelligence (Al) and Walter Benjamin's legacy - but above all to the debate on the
relationship between the two. Of course, Walter Benjamin had no experience with what we
call Al - and what the author accurately describes, including the embarrassments and fears
associated with the phenomenon. But it is the authenticity of Al statements that is in the
crosshairs of many critics - and Walter Benjamin's work seems to be a good tool for

detecting the authenticity of a work of art, even in the age of Al.
So the basic question is: Can a work created with the help of Al be authentic?

The author has chosen an interesting method: what happens if we put three documentary
works about Walter Benjamin's life into a GPT (Generative Pretrained Transformer) and let it
generate a new output? She then carefully analyses the outputs (mainly the ratio of factually
correct, incorrect and purely fictional facts). However, the question arises: Is the logical and

factual correctness of the outputs really a measure of their authenticity?

The text treats W. Benjamin's legacy with fidelity and sensitivity, but | confess that | was most
interested in the remark in its conclusion about a new type of aura ("digi-aura"). The criticism
of the generated materials is without any doubt adequate and necessary - they are not
coherent in the way we are used to in human texts, they are "beyond reality and fiction", etc.,
but there are other key features such as sensitivity to initial conditions, or inputs - that is, a
certain fidelity to the source that could be a criterion for their evaluation - an evaluation that,

in my opinion, must be different from the evaluation of human texts.
Additional questions:

1) Could it be said, in some sense, that works generated by large language models (LLMs)

have a different type of authenticity that has different sources and roots?



2) Related to this is the "ritualistic" nature of these practices: are the mechanisms associated
with rituals completely transparent and available to rational deliberation? On the contrary, |
would say that working with Al exhibits features of "archaic" practices, such as the practice

of the oracle.

Notes:

Incidentally, the next model, GPT-4, shows considerable progress over GPT-3.5; it would be

interesting to try different types of neural networks as part of the experiment.

One more part of the text: "Nobody, not even Al itself is able to explain how algorithms of the
neural networks function."

Open Al had GPT-4 analyze the workings of GPT-2 and they came up with some very
interesting results, though of course complete transparency is not quite possible given the
volume of data and the speed at which these tools work. However, it is certain that
"explainability" of Al procedures is desirable and perhaps feasible on a human scale.

Link:

https://openai.com/research/language-models-can-explain-neurons-in-language-models

The additional questions are intended to further debate on this interesting topic, they are not
a sign of inadequacy of the text, which is coherent and clearly and logically built around an
original idea. | recommend it for defense and suggest a grade B, an above average

performance with minimal errors.

Prague, September 4, 2023 Mgr. Dita MaleCkova, Ph.D.



