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Barkha's thesis has a number of interesting qualities and some organizational deficiencies
which hinder it from reaching its potential. On the one hand, the subject of food as a
shorthand for various cultural identifications and as a means to deal with controversial
themes in Indian culture without declaring them is quite fascinating and very little scholarly
work has been focused on this aspect. On the other hand, the thesis is short the sample of
films is limited, and the secondary literature is not quite of the level of the concept.
Furthermore, the thesis occasionally assumes more knowledge of Indian cinema and
culture than the average Western reader has access to and furthermore, the sample of
films omits well-known classic film directors to focus mostly on contemporary Indian
cinema, without letting the reader know the scope and relevance of the project. A more
balanced selection of films would ultimately produce a stronger argument and @ more
reliable sample of not only directors, but also generational and socioeconomic trends. That
being said, it ultimately does succeed at its goal to explore the critical relationship between
food and characters in Indian cinema, and the work it does do is highly original and

worthwhile for the field.
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