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The subject of this thesis is indeed a very relevant window into Indian culture through the
cinema lens and | would agree with the author that Indian society with complex and
overlapping systems of food-related injunctions and prohibitions perhaps lends itself more
productively to such an analysis than other cinematic traditions. As the author states:
»Indian films would indeed starve without food scenes” (p. 73). The films selected as
primary material of this study are well-chosen, however a discussion of the rationale of
this selection would be desirable. There is also little reference to food and food scenes in
World cinema and how this analysis could be possibly linked to previous work on this
subject. References to wider cinematic context seem to appear only in the discussion of
Dangal via Koike. Even within Indian cinema a bit of genealogy of certain motifs would add
another dimension to the thesis, e.g., the motif of a wife serving her husband without
eating herself has been a multivocal and powerful device for a long time, say in Satyajit
Ray’s Charulata to name just one example. As for the theory, Barthes is only mentioned at
the beginning but not used for the analysis later.

On the other hand, | particularly liked the way the food scenes were described and
contextualised to a non-Indian reader, the efficiency of this exercise validates the
subjectivity of the author’s approach which the author confessed in the Conclusion. The
Conclusion also sets the limitations of the study very well.

On minor issues:

a/ The Czech abstract reads like a machine translation; even in such a case, the DeeplL
software produces better results.

b/ Imprecise referencing of citations —page numbers of the original works are missing.

¢/ Citations should support the author’s argument, not fill in or replace the authorial text
as in the Introduction. See also a string of quotations instead of author’s own explanation
on page 13.

d/ The Khilji dynasty rulers were certainly not ,Mughal Kings” (51)

Overal, a very good thesis.
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